Credentials Matt Mushalik
Educational qualifications:
Master in Civil Engineering (Darmstadt, 1970) and Postgraduate Degree in Regional
Planning (Karlsruhe, 1975)
Jobs and projects: Civil Engineering in Frankfurt, Regional Planning in Karlsruhe, TownPlanning for new Capital in Dodoma (Tanzania), Rural Growth Centres in Malawi,
Infrastructure for Agricultural project in Bangladesh, Computer Programming for
CIVILCAD (Sydney), Cost accounting in construction (Frankfurt), Sheetpiling in Sydney,
Timesheet software for surveyors (Sydney)
Membership
MIEAust, CPEng before retirement
Member of ASPO (non-profit Association for the Study of Peak Oil and Gas)
http://www.aspo-australia.org.au/
Member of non-profit Ecotransit
http://www.ecotransit.org.au/etsstatic/
Experience in relation to crude oil analysis (some examples)
My expertise has developed over the years by writing submissions and doing slide shows for
conferences and Councils. This record also includes reference to failed projects I advised
against and other predicted events which have happened or are happening.
(1) Starting from July 2004
As resident of Bennelong, I had a 3 year long exchange of letters on peak oil (including
graphs, links and other documentation) with then Prime Minister John Howard. I warned him
that peak oil might happen during what turned out to be his last term. It did. In April 2011,
ABC TV had a story http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/oilcrunch/ in which IEA chief economist
Fatih Birol confirmed that the conventional oil peak happened in 2006. I have documented it
here:
8/7/2011 "Yes, Prime Minister", peak oil 2006 under your watch
http://crudeoilpeak.info/yes-prime-minister-peak-oil-2006-under-your-watch
(2) November 2004
8/11/2004
Critique of Energy White Paper June 2004
http://crudeoilpeak.info/critique-of-energy-white-paper-june-2004
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(3) November 2004 – February 2005
Submissions #4 and #75 to the Productivity Commission’s inquiry on energy efficiency

http://www.pc.gov.au/projects/inquiry/energy/docs/submissions
(4) Feb 2005 and following months
After the publication of BTRE’s working paper 61 “Is the world running out of oil, a review
of the debate”
http://www.bitre.gov.au/publications/2005/wp_061.aspx
I had an exchange of emails with the author Lyn Martin. My critique of WP 61 in August
2005 was published here:
http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/aviation/nap/files_green_paper/MUSHALIK_MattCritiqueBTRE_WP61.pdf
Other peak oilers also contacted BTRE and we believe that this lead to further BTRE
research in the following years, culminating in BITRE report 117 (March 2009) with a peak
(including unconventional oil) in 2017.
(5) February 2006
Submission #69 to the Senate Inquiry on oil supplies

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate_Committees?url=rrat_ctt
e/completed_inquiries/2004-07/oil_supply/submissions/sublist.htm
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(6) July 2006
Meeting with Dr. Ali Samsam Bakhtiari (one of 2 OPEC whistleblowers) after the Senate
hearing on oil supplies in the Jubilee room of the NSW Parliament
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate_Committees?url=@Han
sard/S9515.pdf \
Dr. Bakhtiari predicted that Iran will no longer export oil by 2015. Here is the monitoring of
this process:
http://crudeoilpeak.info/iran-peak
Ali died in 2007 in Tehran. I paid tribute some years later, in the same room:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCUmTHqIieY
(7) Oct 2007

In 2007, when global crude oil
production had declined for 2
years, I started my own analysis
and came up with what I call
incremental crude oil graphs in
which only changes (since Jan
2001) are shown. These were
published in October 2007.
Guest post in the Oildrum with
Gail the Actuary:
Did Katrina Hide the Real Peak in
World Oil Production? and Other
Oil Supply Insights
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http://www.theoildrum.com/node/3052
(8) Feb 2008
Houston based Matthew Simmons, investment adviser to the oil and gas industry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_Simmons
Peak Oil Workhorse Matt Simmons: 1943-2010
http://www.theoildrum.com/node/6868
took my incremental crude oil graphs published in the above Oildrum article to a Pentagon
briefing

The PDF file of this slide show is no longer available on the internet, but was quoted here:
http://transitioninaction.com/profiles/blogs/local-solutions-from-a-peak
(9) April 2008
Peak oil slide show at the Ethanol 2008 conference in Sydney, Darling Harbour
http://www.newsphotos.com.au/ImageDetail.asp?RefNum=91077613
(10) March 2009
Peak oil slide show presentation to the Coffs Harbour City Council
http://www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/Coffs-And-Council/runningcouncil/Documents/Minutes%20and%20Agendas%20%202009/Minutes_City_Services_26_March_09.pdf
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As a result, a peak oil report and action plan was adopted
http://www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/Coffs-And-Council/runningcouncil/Documents/Minutes%20and%20Agendas%20%202009/LUHD_Agenda_14_May_2009.pdf
(11) Aug 2009
Peak oil slide show for the MAV conference “Smart urban peak futures” at the Treasury
Theatre, Melbourne

http://www.lgfocus.com.au/editions/index.php?view=editions/2009/june/smart.php
(12) April 2010
Meeting with Federal Resource Minister Martin Ferguson at the Cabinet Community Meeting
in Epping
I was told that Australia can always buy oil. When I proposed that the Government cancel the
Hunter Freeway and use the funds to finance a condensate splitter to make use of the
condensate from wet gas fields (which is being exported into the bottomless pit of global oil
markets), I was laughed at.
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/community_cabinet/meetings/epping.cfm
Now we have Australian refineries closing down.
AUSTRALIA'S oil refineries have been ''sentenced to extinction'' and the country needs to
decide if it wants to keep its refining capacity. ….With increasing concern about energy
security, Dr Fesharaki said, ''nobody else in the world is allowing wholesale reduction of its
refinery capacity''.
http://www.smh.com.au/business/oil-refiners-sentenced-to-extinction-20121119-29m4v.html
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(13) Aug 2010
Peak oil slide show for the Biocity Studio,
University of NSW

http://biocitystudio.com/exemplars/

(14) Oct 2011
Guest lecture on peak oil at Macquarie Uni, Sydney
http://www.handbook.mq.edu.au/2011/Units/UGUnit/GEOS309
(15) November 2011
Peak oil slide show for the MAV transition conference at the Flemington Racecourse
http://transitionhb.groupsite.com/post/report-mav-transition-conference-23-nov-2011
http://www.mav.asn.au/events/Related%20documents%20%20Building%20community%20r
esilience/Seven%20years%20of%20peak%20oil,%20Matt%20Mushalik.pptx
(16) March 2012
Submission on the draft Energy White Paper 2011

http://www.ret.gov.au/energy/facts/white_paper/draft-ewp2011/submissions/Pages/submissions.aspx#m
http://www.ret.gov.au/energy/Documents/ewp/draft-ewp-2011/submissions/198.MattMushalik.pdf
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(17) November 2012
Submission #3 to the Australian Refinery Inquiry
http://www.aph.gov.au/parliamentary_business/committees/house_of_representatives_commi
ttees?url=economics/oilrefineries/subs.htm
(18) June 2013
Submission on the Sydney Metropolitan Strategy
http://strategies.planning.nsw.gov.au/Portals/0/Documents/Submissions4/dms_2013_MattMu
shalik.pdf
(19) June 2013
Submission on the High Speed Rail Study
http://crudeoilpeak.info/wpcontent/uploads/2013/06/High_speed_rail_submission_Matt_Mushalik.pdf
(20) Oct 2013
Slide show for Macquarie Uni

http://crudeoilpeak.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Slide-Show-For-Macquarie-Uni-Oct2013-final-version.pptx
(21) Nov 2013
Publication of my US oil import article in the Eureka report

29/10/2013 US will always remain crude oil importer
http://crudeoilpeak.info/us-will-always-remain-crude-oil-importer
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Track record
Several billion dollars of taxpayer’s and superannuation money could have been saved if
governments had listed to my peak oil advice.
From the “I told you so” menu on my website:
In 2006 I had an exchange of letters and emails with the Queensland Minister of Transport
and the Brisbane City Council in which I warned NOT to build the North South Bypass
Tunnel
http://crudeoilpeak.info/i-told-you-so/north-south-bypass-tunnel-clem7-brisbane
Dto. For Brisbane’s Airport Link Tunnel
http://crudeoilpeak.info/airportlink-brisbane
X-City Tunnel in Sydney
http://crudeoilpeak.info/cross-city-tunnel
Lane Cove Tunnel in Sydney
http://crudeoilpeak.info/lane-cove-tunnel
Metro tunnels in Sydney
http://crudeoilpeak.info/too-late-for-metro-tunnels
Car dependent shopping centre Top Ryde in Sydney
http://crudeoilpeak.info/top-ryde-shopping-centre

Outlook and next candidates for tollway failures
In December 2010 I advised the PR manager of Transurban, NOT to widen the M2 in Sydney
14/8/2012
Transurban does not pay back its debt
http://crudeoilpeak.info/transurban-does-not-pay-back-its-debt
21/10/2013
Sydney motorists pay 22% more for motorway widening
http://crudeoilpeak.info/sydney-motorists-pay-22-more-tolls-for-motorway-widening
Conclusion
My peak oil research is ongoing. I recommend to consult my website for updates.
Prepared by Matt Mushalik, November 2013
4a Hermington St, Epping NSW 2121, email: mushalik@tpg.com.au
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